
 
 

Press Release – Grand Armagnac Janneau 

REUX, 2nd OCTOBER 2025 
 

Janneau XXO: The Forbidden Armagnac that Wins Gold and Redefines the Rules 

In London, at the prestigious International Spirits Challenge (ISC), Janneau XXO Armagnac has just won the 2025 
Best Armagnac in the World Trophy. This extremely rare distinction was awarded after blind tastings by an 
international panel of experts. And it’s not the first time: Janneau XXO had already earned a double gold medal 
at the ISC in 2024 and 2025. The accumulation speaks for itself: this bottle, despite not having an official 
designation, is now establishing itself as a global reference. 

The XXO does not officially exist in Armagnac. And that’s exactly what makes this recognition so 
explosive. 

 



 
 

VSOP, XO, XXO: The End of Fixed Age Statements 

In the world of spirits, VSOP and XO are familiar benchmarks. They guarantee a minimum aging period: 4 years for 
VSOP, 10 years for XO. But beyond XO, no generic designation exists. Producers can only rely on specific “age 
statements”: 15 years, 20 years, 25 years. 

This logic is now outdated. Except for vintage releases, consumers are no longer seeking a fixed age—they want 
assurance of quality and rarity. An Armagnac doesn’t need a number to be exceptional; it needs coherence, depth, 
and personality. 

This is precisely what XXO offers: a minimum aging guarantee of 14 years, and the freedom to combine eaux-de-
vie up to 28 years old. The designation becomes a promise of richness and prestige, without the rigidity of fixed 
age statements. 

The Difference Between a VSOP and a XXO 

A VSOP, no matter how noble, remains reproducible over a master blender’s career. Every four years, it can be 
recreated consistently. The XXO, however, cannot be reproduced. It is born from a unique assembly of rare lots, 
matured in cellars for decades. When these eaux-de-vie are gone, the blend is gone too. 

This is what makes Janneau XXO truly exceptional: a snapshot of history, impossible to replicate, shaped by time 
and the talent of the men and women who have guided Janneau’s eaux-de-vie. 

A Face, a Voice: The Cellar Master 

At the helm of the cellars, Micol Meo embodies the union of tradition and audacity. She chooses, blends, and 
balances, claiming the subjectivity, emotion, and instinct that no machine can replace. 

“XXO is a collective achievement,” she explains. “It is the voice of everyone who, for decades, has worked the 
vineyard, distilled, and aged these Armagnacs. But it is also an act of freedom: showing that Armagnac can go 
beyond its own codes and rise.” 

The Janneau Method: Two Distillations to Reveal the Terroir 

Since 1851, Maison Janneau has been a pillar of Armagnac. Its signature lies in the rare combination of single 
Armagnac distillation and double Charente distillation. These complementary approaches create eaux-de-vie of 
exceptional aromatic richness. Single distillation delivers intensity and depth, while double distillation provides 
finesse and precision. The combination produces a complexity in which each lot expresses the best of the Gascon 
terroir. 

Here, no cut is left to software. Everything is decided by eye, nose, and palate. This artisanal, “old-school” approach 
gives Janneau XXO its nobility and identity. 



 
 

Armagnac for Sharing and Pleasure 

Janneau XXO is not a museum piece. It is not meant to sleep forever in a barrel or cellar. It is meant to be drunk, 
shared, and savored, offering exceptional moments of pleasure. Its notes of candied fruit, spices, and noble wood 
pair beautifully with a fine cigar, making it a rare tasting companion for both solemn occasions and hedonistic 
enjoyment. 

And Now? 

The accumulation of awards—two double gold medals and the ISC Best Armagnac trophy—makes Janneau XXO 
more than an exceptional bottle. It is a signal for the entire Armagnac sector. XXO represents the liberation from 
old constraints, the recognition of the richness of aged eaux-de-vie, and the possibility for Armagnac to reinvent 
itself. 

The new generation is returning to the craft. Small producers are innovating. Consumers are demanding 
transparency, prestige, and authentic stories. XXO fits perfectly within this dynamic. It proves that Armagnac is not 
frozen in history, but capable of reinventing itself with style. 

The Forbidden Armagnac that Writes the Future 

An Armagnac outside official classification has been recognized as the best in the world. This is not an anomaly—
it’s a gentle revolution. It does not follow the rules; it paves the way. Janneau XXO is reinventing Armagnac. 
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